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Abstract: Our study aims to highlight the difficulties that face up the contemporary subject
through the analysis of two representative novelists of the French literature of the 1980s, Echenoz
and Toussaint. In their fiction, these authors have put into evidence that the ability to act reduces
in the subject. In Echenoz’s works, the anxious subject flees the action and the impulsion replaces
there as on and thus becomes the driving force to act. By contrast, in Toussaint’s works, the
subject withdraws into itself and refuses to act as an adult. The contemporary subject cannot
balance necessity and free will, circumstances and subjectivity, and desire to act and ability to
realize, which explains his double face.
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*?(Echenoz, Le Méridien de Greenwich 252)
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””(Toussaint, La Salle de bain 32-33)

”?(Toussaint, La Salle de bain 89)

””(Toussaint, La Salle de bain 93)

vita contemplativa( )  vita activa(

””(Toussaint, La Salle de bain 55-56)

Toussaint et la métaphysique”24

) vita activa

Bertho,“Jean-Philippe



104 APESCEEWIGT 2014 4E55 14

Notes

Jean Echenoz, Un an (Paris: Les Editions de Minuit, 1997).
Gilles Lopovetsky, L’Ere du vide, «folio» (Paris: Gallimard, 1983).
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